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Next Generation of Conservationists Receive 

“2008 National Public Lands Day Toyota Hybrid Tour” Grants

Seven sites in the Midwest/Upper Rocky Mountain Region will receive grant awards for their participation in the nation’s largest hands-on volunteer effort for America’s public lands
WASHINGTON, D.C. July 11, 2008 – Seven public land sites in the Midwest/Upper Mountain region will receive a “National Public Lands Day Toyota Hybrid Tour” grant.  These $1,000 grant awards, sponsored by Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc. for the past four years in a row, went out to site coordinators heading up service projects at community public land sites as part of National Public Lands Day, the nation’s largest annual effort to clean up public lands. The regional winners are among 12 grant recipients nationwide. 

Grant awards are meant to assist in the planning and execution of National Public Lands Day projects, taking place on or around September 27. Robb Hampton, Director of the National Public Lands Day program will be delivering grant awards in person during the last two weeks of July in a Toyota Prius. National Public Lands Day is a program of the National Environmental Education Foundation. 

Winners of the 2008 National Public Lands Day grants program include the sites listed below. Grants will be awarded at the following dates and times: 

· July 17, 4:00pm: Milwaukee Community Service Corps (MCSC), Milwaukee, WI

· July 18, 9:00am: The Land Conservancy of McHenry County Projects, Emricson Park, IL
· July 21, 9:00am: Army Corps of Engineers, Mayor’s Youth Empowerment Program, Coralville Lake, IA 

· July 24, 4:00pm: Monarch Crest, Salida Ranger District, Pike San Isabel National Forest, Pine, CO

· July 28, 12:30pm: Russ Garaman Park, Russ Garaman Pathway, Jackson, WY

· July 29, 2:30pm: Lewis and Clark Caverns State Park, Bozeman, MT

· August 4, 2:00pm: Minneapolis Parks and Recreation Board Parks in Minneapolis, MN
This year marks the 75th anniversary of the Civilian Conservation Corps which planted an estimated 3 billion trees beginning in the 1930’s. To honor their legacy, tree planting is the focus of this year’s events, and National Public Lands Day is spearheading a one million tree planting initiative between April 25th, 2008 and September 27, 2008. National Public Lands Day is encouraging public land managers, non-profit groups, school groups, and individuals to assist in this goal. 

The Civilian Conservation Corps is one of the driving forces that has inspired National Public Lands Day for the past 15 years, and National Public Lands Day staff was recognized as the next generation of Civilian Conservation Corps members during an official “passing of the torch ceremony” in 2001. 

Sites whose service projects correspond with the tree planting theme were given priority in the grant selection. Other criterion for the award can be found at http://www.publiclandsday.org/tour/2008-tour-app.htm. 

To find more information on these sites and other service projects around the nation or to locate and sign up for a  local activity, plan a National Public Lands Day event site, or register any trees planted to be included in the one million effort, visit www.publiclandsday.org.

# # #

Chartered by Congress in 1990, The National Environmental Education Foundation is a private, nonprofit organization offering objective environmental information to help Americans live better every day. By forging public-private partnerships and working with professionals in health, education, public lands and media, we connect the environment to everyday choices and actions so Americans can live well while protecting and enjoying nature. To learn more, call (202) 833-2933 or visit www.neefusa.org.






