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Next Generation of Conservationists Receive 

“2008 National Public Lands Day Toyota Hybrid Tour” Grants

Volunteers at six sites across the Middle Atlantic & Northeast Region were selected to receive grant awards for their participation in the nation’s largest hands-on volunteer effort for America’s public lands
WASHINGTON, DC August 27, 2008 – Six public land sites in the Mid- Atlantic and Northeast regions were chosen to receive a “National Public Lands Day Toyota Hybrid Tour” grant.  These $1,000 grant awards are sponsored by Toyota Motor Sales, USA and were given to site coordinators heading up service projects at state public land sites as part of National Public Lands Day, September 27th, the nation’s largest annual effort to clean up public lands. The regional winners are among 13 grant recipients nationwide. 

Grants are meant to assist in the planning and execution of National Public Lands Day projects. Robb Hampton, Director of the National Public Lands Day program will be delivering grants in person during September in a Toyota Prius. National Public Lands Day is program of the National Environmental Education Foundation. 
This year marks the 75th anniversary of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), which planted an estimated 3 billion trees beginning in the 1930’s. To honor their legacy, tree planting is the focus of this year’s events, and National Public Lands Day is spearheading an initiative to plant one million trees between April 25th, 2008 and September 27, 2008. National Public Lands Day is encouraging public land managers, non-profit groups, school groups, and individuals to assist in this goal. 

The Civilian Conservation Corps has been an inspiration to National Public Lands Day for the past 15 years. The CCC officially designated National Public Lands Day to carry on their legacy during a “passing of the torch ceremony” in 2001. 

Winners of the 2008 National Public Lands Day grants program include the sites listed below. Grants will be awarded at the following dates and times: 

· September 3, 10:00am: Allegany State Park, Salamanca, NY
· September 5, 10:00am: Moosalamoo National Recreation Area, Rutland, VT
· September 9, 1:00pm: Doubs Meadow Park, Annapolis, MD
· September 12, 2:00pm: Canaan Valley National Wildlife Refuge, Davis, WV
· September 17, 6:45pm: Leakin Park at Winans Meadow on the Gwynns Fall Trail, Baltimore, MD
· September 19, 1:00pm: Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge, Cambridge, MD
Sites whose service projects were involved in tree planting were given priority in the grant selection. Grant criteria can be found at http://www.publiclandsday.org/tour/2008-tour-app.htm. To find more information on these sites and other service projects around the nation or to locate and sign up for a local activity, plan a National Public Lands Day event site, or help us reach our goal of planting one million trees by registering trees planted visit www.publiclandsday.org.
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Chartered by Congress in 1990, The National Environmental Education Foundation is a private, nonprofit organization offering objective environmental information to help Americans live better every day. By forging public-private partnerships and working with professionals in health, education, public lands and media, we connect the environment to everyday choices and actions so Americans can live well while protecting and enjoying nature. To learn more, call (202) 833-2933 or visit www.neefusa.org.






