
April 22, 2009 - Nation's Largest One-Day Volunteer Effort for Public 
Lands Set for September 26   
 
April 8, 2009 - This Fall, Volunteers Will Make a Splash for National Public 
Lands Day 
 
Do you have a unique and compelling personal story about your involvement 
with NPLD that you would be willing to share with the media? If so, we want to 
hear from you! 
  
Do you volunteer as a family on National 
Public Lands Day? Have you taken a trip 
to a different part of the country to build a 
trail or plant trees at an NPLD event? Did 
you meet a close friend or significant 
other while cleaning up your local park? 
Did your volunteer group contain the 
oldest or youngest National Public Lands 
Day volunteer - or both? Are you a 
student inspired by your volunteering 
experiences? Would you like to speak 
with a reporter and share a personal 
story about National Public Lands Day?  
  
If so please send an email with your story 
and your contact information to 
npldmedia@kelleycampaigns.com. We 
look forward to hearing from you!
 
Check out additional media and other resources at www.publiclandsday.
org. 
 

Take Pride in America 
National Public Lands Day Wins Nonprofit Award for 2009

 
 
On May 29, the U.S. Department of the Interior recognized the National Public 
Lands Day program with a Take Pride in America award. NPLD stood apart 
from a field of hundreds of qualified nominees in the nonprofit category. NPLD 
will be recognized for the award at a ceremony in Washington, D.C. in July 
2009. 
 
Download Full Press Release Here 
 
Learn about Take Pride in America Awards at www.takepride.gov.  
 

2009 Tree Planting Grants Available 
American Forests in Search of Tree Planting Projects

 
Toyota Motor Sales, USA, 

Inc. operates under a Global 
Earth Charter which was set 

forth to promote 
environmental responsibility 

for every aspect of the 
company and significantly 

reduce the impact that 
Toyota's vehicles have on the 

planet. 
 

In line with their commitment 
to environmental 

responsibility, Toyota has 
sponsored the National Public 

Lands Day program for the 
past 11 years. In addition to 

their sponsorship, Toyota has 
also encouraged their 

employees to get involved in 
NPLD activities throughout 

the nation by helping to care 
for parks, forests, rivers, 
beaches, shorelines and 

other public lands. 
 

Last September, thousands 
of Toyota employees 

volunteered at 31 different 
public land areas in 17 states. 

Read more about Toyota's 
strong commitment to the 

environment and their 
involvement in National 

Public Lands Day. 
 
  

Northrop Grumman 
Corporation is a leading 
global security company 

whose 120,000 employees 
provide innovative systems, 
products, and solutions in 
aerospace, electronics, 

information systems, 
shipbuilding and technical 

services to government and 
commercial customers 

worldwide.  
 

Through its partnership with 
National Public Lands Day, 

Northrop Grumman 
employees across the nation 



The quality of our water resources is 
largely dependent on the presence of 
trees and other vegetation that help 
hold together the soil, prevent erosion 
and provide shade near streams, rivers 
and other water bodies. Site managers 
planning tree planting projects for 
National Public Lands Day are invited 
to apply for grants from American 
Forests.  
 
Global ReLeaf, a program of American Forests, is offering annual grants 
toward tree planting projects.  They are accepting tree-planting project 
proposals for the fall of 2009 and for all of 2010.  American Forests' mission is 
to grow a healthier world. Global ReLeaf is American Forests' education and 
action program that helps individuals, organizations, agencies and 
corporations improve the local and global environment by planting and caring 
for trees.  Since its creation in 1988, the program has supported planting of 
over 25 million trees worldwide.
 
The Global ReLeaf grant 
program provides private 
dollars to support local 
reforestation efforts and help 
match other funding sources.  
American Forests raises a 
dollar for every tree planted 
with Global ReLeaf.  The 
dollars fund the reforestation 
projects.  Competitive grant 
requests must maximize the 
use of total project funds per 
tree planted.  Grants are 
available to support rural 
seedling projects restoring 
damaged forest ecosystems. Deadlines for grant proposals are July 1, 2009 
and Jan. 15, 2010. Further information regarding Global ReLeaf grants, 
including application forms and criteria can be found at: http://www.
americanforests.org/global_releaf/grants/. 
 
If you have any questions regarding grant specifics or plan on applying for 
funds please contact Margo Dawley at 202-737-1944 x 224.

NPLD Volunteers Invited to Participate in World 
Water Monitoring Day 
First 100 to Register Will Receive Free Test Kit

will join together to improve 
and enhance public lands, 
supporting the company's 
corporate responsibility 

efforts in embracing green 
initiatives and translating 

values into action. Northrop 
Grumman aims to become a 
more sustainable business, 
encourages conservation at 

home, in the workplace and in 
the community, and actively 

supports environmentally 
friendly businesses and 

organizations.

Share Your Environmental 
Career Experiences with 

High School Students 
 

Planet Connect, a 
component of Classroom 
Earth, is an online social 

network where high school 
students can learn about 

current environmental issues, 
funding opportunities, green 
colleges and environmental 
careers. Students can also 
share and exchange ideas 

about how they are playing a 
critical role in solving today's 

environmental issues. 
 

The Planet Connect Career 
Section highlights individuals 
in careers spanning a myriad 
of environmentally-focused 

industries. If you would like to 
contribute to the Career 

Section, we invite you to fill 
out our Career 

Questionnaire. You will be 
highlighted in a career profile 

on Planet Connect that 
explores the nature and depth 

of your work, based on the 
information you provide us. 
We will feature one career 

profile every two weeks, and 
profiles are archived on the 
site, creating a searchable 

database of environmentally-
focused careers.  
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In the United States and throughout the 
developed world, people tend to take the 
availability of clean water for granted.  We 
turn on a faucet and have water to drink, we 
dive into a lake and don't get ill-for the most 
part.  How is this possible?
 
Throughout the United States, groups of 
volunteers dedicate their time to monitoring 
the quality of our nation's waterways.  If something doesn't seem quite right, 
they investigate and may eventually seek action from environmental agencies 
to identify and solve the problem.  What are these water quality monitors 
looking for?  
 
While conducting a river clean-up or working in a park near a body of water for 
National Public Lands Day, why not seize the opportunity to learn a little bit 
about water quality?  It's easy-simply register for World Water Monitoring 
Day and order an easy-to-use water quality test kit.  Monitor your waterway 
along with tens of thousands of others around the globe. Then report your 
data.  More information can be found at www.WorldWaterMonitoringDay.
org. 
 
In order to encourage more NPLD groups to also take part in World Water 
Monitoring Day, the program is offering a FREE water test kit to the first 
100 groups that register on the WWMD website and identify themselves as 
being associated with National Public Lands Day.  
 
For more information about WWMD or the free test kit offer, please contact 
Lorien Walsh.

Site of the Month 
Boy Scouts Restore a Florida Wetland at Air Force Site

During last year's National 
Public Lands Day, 13 
enthusiastic volunteers, 
including Boy Scout Troop 157, 
helped restore a wetland area 
at Eglin Air Force Base in 
Florida. The volunteers helped 
restore a former pond area by 
planting 110 native trees and 
130 aquatic plants along the 
exposed stream banks. They 
also removed 80 pounds of 
trash and debris from the two-
acre site, planted native shrubs, hardwoods and pine and restored 
approximately 900 feet of stream channel by stabilizing it with aquatic plants. 
Additional assistance with transplanting aquatic vegetation from a nearby 
donor stream was provided by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The stream 
contains the federally endangered Okaloosa Darter and restoration of the 
stream has created new habitat for this fish.  
 
The Department of Defense (DoD) has been a long-time federal agency 
partner. The DoD Legacy Resource Management Program joined the NPLD 
partnership in 1999 to support volunteer natural and cultural resource 
restoration projects on military installations throughout the U.S. and has 
provided financial support for NPLD events for the past 10 years. Read more 

Several National Public 
Lands Day site managers are 

profiled in the Planet 
Connect Career Section. 

Read about their experiences 
and share your own to inspire 

the younger generations!  
  

Helping Children to 
Reconnect with Nature: 

The Health Benefits of the 
Outdoors  

 
    

Our children and adolescents 
are becoming increasingly 
unhealthy, both physically 

and mentally, as they spend 
more time sitting indoors and 
less time playing outdoors.  

Evidence suggests that 
outdoor play time and 

activities such as hiking, 
visiting a park, bicycling and 

sports are beneficial to a 
child's physical and mental 

well-being. Regular exposure 
to the natural environment 

can increase physical activity, 
help in childhood 

development, act as a coping 
mechanism for attention 

disorders and help reduce 
stress.

 
NEEF's Health & 

Environment Program has 
launched its Children and 

Nature Initiative  webpage, 
which includes helpful online 
resources, a comprehensive 

fact sheet on the health 
benefits of nature and 

recommendations on getting 
your kids outdoors. 
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The National Environmental Education Foundation (NEEF) provides 
knowledge to trusted professionals who, with their credibility, amplify 
messages to national audiences to solve everyday environmental problems. 
Together, we generate lasting positive change.  
 
NEEF partners with professionals in health, education, media, business and 
public land management to promote daily actions for helping people protect 
and enjoy the environment. Through our primary programs- Classroom Earth, 
National Public Lands Day, National Environmental Education Week, Business 
and Environment, Earth Gauge®, and Health and Environment- we offer 
Americans knowledge to live by. To learn more, call (202) 833-2933 or visit 
www.neefusa.org. 
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