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Purpose of Guide

Å Each year, National Public Lands 
Day has had successful projects 
thanks to the program managers 
who coordinate and organize 
these operations.

Å Many project managers have been 
able to come up with unique and 
efficient ways to take advantage 
of the funds available to them.

Å This guide will provide tips, 
ideas, strategies, and Best 
Management Practices in order to 
help future event managers utilize 
their funds to make the most of 
their event.
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DoD Legacy Program & the National 

Environmental Education Foundation 

Partnership

Å The Department of Defense Legacy Resource Management Program 

provides funds to the National Environmental Education Foundation for 

NPLD projects on military lands open for public recreation.

ïNational Environmental Education Foundation (NEEF)- private non-profit 

organization/ coordinator of NPLD

ÅWorks with public land management agencies in selection of sites

ÅPlans and assists site managers in promoting and supporting the event

ÅProvides promotional materials and commemorative posters to sites

ÅCoordinates national media campaign

ÅCoordinates federal, state, and local partnerships

ÅRecruits sponsorships and partners

ÅManages Department of Defense Environmental Restoration Legacy 

Awards

ÅMaintains www.publiclandsday.org
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About Department of Defense Legacy 

Awards

Å Who is eligible for DOD funds? 

ïNational Public Lands Day projects that take place on Department of 
Defense lands, including those managed by US Navy (Including US 
Marine Corps), US Army, US Air Force and National Guard. Lands 
managed by the US Army Corps of Engineers are not eligible for 
Legacy funds.

Å How much money per site is available?

ïEach site can receive up to $6,500. 

Å What are the areas of emphasis for Legacy funds?

ïProjects that emphasize natural or cultural resource conservation and 
restoration.

Å What is covered by Legacy funds? 

ïFunds may be used for tools and equipment, materials, and 
enhancements to land used by the public, but not for T-shirts, food or 
labor. 5



Department of Defense Legacy Awards
Step-by-Step Instructions on How to Receive Funds

ÅLegacy Award availability is usually announced in mid-to-late March or 

early April.

ÅDoD managers interested in applying for Legacy funds for their NPLD 

events can go to www.publiclandsday.organd download an application.  

Application deadline is usually at the end of May.

ÅApplicants receive responses in mid-to-late June.

ÅFor applications chosen to receive Legacy funding for their events, the 

funds are dispersed from the Department of Defense to the National 

Environmental Education Foundation (NEEF) in July.
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Department of Defense Legacy Awards
Step-by-Step Instructions on How to Receive Funds

Å From July through September, the site manager then buys the needed 

materials and has their vendors send invoices directly to NEEF.

Å For the past few years, gift cards from Lowes or Home Depot have also 

been available. (NEEF purchases the gift cards for the requested amount of 

money and sends them to site managers.  Site managers need to send NEEF 

the receipts).

Å National Public Lands Day takes place every year at the end of September.

Å NEEF asks that all sites get their invoices and receipts in, as well as send in 

an evaluation and photos from the event, by November 1st.

Å For more information contact the NPLD Program Coordinator at  (202) 

261-6478

Å
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Choosing Your NPLD Project

Å Legacy funds NPLD projects that emphasize natural and cultural resource 
conservation and restoration

Å Natural Resource Projects

ïPlanting trees and getting rid of invasive species are great ways to 
conserve and protect our environment

Å Donôt Forget Cultural Resource Projects!

ÅCultural projects can include:

ÅClean up of historical sites (ex: cemeteries/ buildings)

ÅGraffiti removal

ÅTrails to cultural sites

ÅHistorical and/or heritage gardens

ÅNative American sites
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Choosing Your NPLD Project

Å For Cultural Projects:

ÅContact your local historical society

ÅGet approval of Cultural project from the Cultural Resource Manager 

on your base

ÅIf you have a question about your project contact NEEF or Legacy and 

a staff member will discuss it with you
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Considerations

ÅIdentify military personnel that might be interested in using the project 

as a potential training opportunity or just to support the natural/cultural 

resource project.

ÅLeaders volunteering shows importance of project and can 

encourage more volunteers.

ÅPay attention to local events that may conflict with NPLD 

ÅExample: Plan NPLD event on the Friday before official day to 

prevent losing participation from hunters on the beginning of a 

season.

ÅFlexibility is available for the exact day of event with advanced 

notice.

ÅCoordinate with on-site personnel who are experts in a field you are 

unfamiliar with.
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Money Saving Tips

Å Military troops needing training experience can volunteer to do heavy 

equipment work

ïFree labor and equipment

Å Contact Forest Service

ïPossible resource for borrowing equipment such as chainsaws etc. 

Å Utilize existing plant materials that can be legally harvested

ïWorks better than harvest or lab grown plants
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Å Buy materials from local vendors

ïMany are willing to supply additional materials at no cost once they 

learn the project is Legacy funded and is environmentally focused, and 

if  Boy and Girl Scouts are participating

Å Save leftover or excess equipment for following NPLD projects

Å Ask volunteers to bring their own tools or gloves

Å Ask volunteers to bring/donate plants or seeds to the event

Money Saving Tips
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Money Saving Tips: Ways to Get Low-Cost/ Free

Plants and Supplies

ïNurseries are an excellent place to get free plants

ÅSad looking plants do not sell well and nurseries need to get rid of 

them somehow

ÅWhen you pick up free plants this way, with some TLC many of 

them make a comeback and look wonderful for years to come

ïLandscaping Crews

ÅIf you see a landscaping crew working on a job where they are 

replacing displays, be sure to stop and ask them what they are 

going to do with the plants they are taking out
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Money Saving Tips: Ways to Get Low-Cost/ Free

Plants and Supplies

ïYellow Pages

ÅCall all the local landscapers and gardeners listed

ÅAsk what they do with plants they remove from jobs

ÅIf any indicate they toss plants offer to go pick up these plants.  

You can get free plants andsave landscapers the money it would 

normally cost in disposal fees

ïCommunity Garden Groups:

ÅContact gardening type organizations in your community.  

Examples: Native plant societies, city beautification work parties 

and invasive plant clean up crews.

ÅAll of these activities will be filled with other gardeners.  You can 

get free advice from these local experts and maybe even hands-on 

help.
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Money Saving Tips: Ways to Get Low-Cost/ Free

Plants and Supplies

Å Look for low cost plant suppliers such as Free Trees and Plants.com which 

sell stock collected from nurseries and charge only shipping costs.    
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